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Sxwpilemaát Siyám, also known as Chief Leanne Joe, of the Squamish Nation, is one of sixteen Hereditary 
Chiefs of the Squamish Nation and the first female Chief of her Lackett Joe Family. She shares her traditional 
name with her late father, Sxwpilem Siyám, Chief Philip Joe.   Sxwpilemaát Siyám is also a descendent of the 
Kwakwaka’wakw speaking people and carries the traditional name of Q-Gee-Sea Loud and the Thomas family 
of the Tsleil-Waututh Nation. Sxwpilemaát Siyám was born and raised on the beautiful shores of North 
Vancouver while having close relations to her roots on the east coast shores of Vancouver Island. Her family 
lives in her husband’s ancestral territory of the Sylix and Nlaka’pam speaking people, aka Merritt, BC. 
 
Sxwpilemaát Siyám holds space in many organizations, focusing her work on Economic Reconciliation, 
rematrician and education. She currently serves as a Trustee for the Squamish Nation Trust, Board member of 
the New Relationship Trust and the Women in Leadership Foundation and advisory to other committees. Her 
educational background includes a B.A. in Business, CED Certificate, and other related training and experience. 
 
Her greatest role is being a mom. Her son is paying witness to the legacy work she embodies every day. 


